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the peasant still pursued his rule-of-thumb methods of cultiva-
tion; little knowledge of the more modern methods of Western
countries had penetrated the Russian homestead, nor indeed
would it have been possible for Russia with her widely different
physical and economic conditions to have adopted many of the
technical practices which made the Danish or German small
holding a success. The result was that by the beginning of the
twentieth century the condition of the peasantry was so serious,
their discontent repeatedly giving rise to outbreaks of distur-
bances and outrages, that action ultimately took shape in the
agrarian reforms of 1907 to 1916 associated with the name of
Stolypin.

The policy of Stolypin involves practically every aspect of the
agrarian problem. It set out in the first instance to improve the
conditions of peasant farming by substituting compact enclosed hold-
ings or farms for the existing medley of scattered strips in the open
field of the village. It also provided the improvement of the system
of tenure in open-field villages by helping the peasants to eliminate
inconveniences caused by the mixing together of lands belonging
to different owners, &c. It included the provision of technical and
financial assistance to peasant farmers for the improvement of their
holdings and cultivation.1

The main purpose of the Stolypin legislation was, however, the
progressive enclosure of open fields and the substitution of com-
pact peasant holdings, involving 'the complete reorganization
of the Russian countryside'.2 It did not enforce the destruction
of the communal tenure of the land. Rather dM it give the right
to individuals or to whole villages to withdraw from the com-
mune or Mir if they wished- Any villages by a two-thirds major-
ity could decide to substitute hereditary for communal tenure
or to enclose their holdings; any individual was free to claim the
appropriation to himself of his share of the communal land, but
in either case the initiative was left to the peasants themselves.
Later on, in 1911, the enclosure of land so appropriated, which
at first had been voluntary, was made compulsory, and by the
end of 1916 no less than 10*7 per cent, of the total number of

1 Pavlovsky, Agricultural Russia.                   2 Ibid.